
 

  

MEDIA RELEASE: 2 JUNE 2023 

SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 2023 OFFICIAL 
COMPETITION JURY AND GUEST LINE-UP 
 
A remarkable line up of esteemed filmmakers from around the world are set to descend on 
Sydney. Over the duration of Sydney Film Festival, 7-18 June, they will present their films or 
preside on the Official Competition jury to award the prestigious Sydney Film Prize. Sydneysiders 
will have their film festival experience enhanced with appearances from Mia Wasikowska, Jane 
Campion, Anurag Kashyap, Bruce Pascoe, Warwick Thornton, Craig Foster, Hakeem al-Araibi, Mark 
Coles-Smith, Kim Jee-woon, Rachel Ward, and many more. 
 
OFFICIAL COMPETITION JURY 
 
The 2023 Official Competition jury will judge the 12 titles in the Official Competition and award the 
Sydney Film Prize and $60,000 cash to the winner. PARKROYAL Darling Harbour, Sydney, is proud to 
announce its alignment with SFF this year as the official home away from home for SFF’s Awards 
juries. 
 
The 2023 Official Competition jury members are: acclaimed director Anurag Kashyap (India), who 
will also be Jury President, actor Mia Wasikowska (Australia), film curator and journalist Dorothee 
Wenner (Germany), writer and director Larissa Behrendt (Australia) and filmmaker Visakesa 
Chandrasekaram (Australia/Sri Lanka).  
 
Now in its 15th year, the internationally recognised Official Competition celebrates courageous, 
audacious and cutting-edge film. The winner of the Sydney Film Prize is announced at the Festival’s 
Closing Night Ceremony at the State Theatre on Sunday 18 June. 
 
“Our 2023 jury is a remarkable ensemble of five film experts hailing from Australia and worldwide,” 
said Nashen Moodley, Sydney Film Festival Director. “The Official Competition is rich with the 
world's most ground-breaking and remarkable films and filmmakers currently. Thus, our jury face a 
challenging decision!” 
 
Attending the Festival to present their films in Competition will be: Australian actor turned director 
Alice Englert (Bad Behaviour), Indian filmmaker Devashish Makhija (Joram), legendary Korean 
director Kim Jee-woon (Cobweb), Moroccan director Asmae El Moudir (The Mother of all Lies), as 
well as the Australian filmmaking team from The Dark Emu Story including author Bruce Pascoe. 
 
Following the State Theatre screening of The Dark Emu Story, author Bruce Pascoe sits down for an 
in conversation talk (18 June, 2:30pm, The Hub). 
 
Cannes Caméra d'Or winning Australian filmmaker Warwick Thornton and producer Kath Shelper 
will attend the Opening Night Australian Premiere of their film The New Boy. 
 
Join Warwick Thornton and Kath Shelper at a Meet the Filmmakers talk (11 June, 2pm, The Hub), 
and hear Cobweb director Kim Jee-woon in conversation (18 June, 12:15pm, The Hub). 

https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/bad-behaviour
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/joram
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/cobweb
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-mother-of-all-lies
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-dark-emu-story
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-new-boy


 

  

 
 
GUEST LINE-UP 
 
The 70th Sydney Film Festival announces the first slate of distinguished industry guests who will 
attend the Australian and World Premieres of their films, walk the Festival’s red carpets, introduce 
their films, and participate in talks, panels and Q&A sessions. Please note: for the most up-to-date 
list of Festival guests, visit sff.org.au. 
 
Documentary Australia Award 

● Emmy-nominated filmmakers Michael Ware and Justine Rosenthal (The Cape) 

● Director Isabel Darling (The Carnival) 

● Director Johan Gabrielsson, producer Mark Forstmann and environmental leader Tim 

Flannery (Climate Changers) 

● Director Matthew Bate, broadcaster and former Socceroo Craig Foster and footballer 

Hakeem al-Araibi (The Defenders) 

● Director Tyson Mowarin and actor Mark Coles Smith (Keeping Hope) 

● Filmmakers Gillian Moody and Adrian Russell Wills (Kindred) 

● Co-directors Brenda Matthews and Nathaniel Schmidt (The Last Daughter) 

● Director Amiel Courtin-Wilson (Man on Earth) 

● Director and artist Derik Lynch and director Matthew Thorne (Marungka Tjalatjunu) 

● Actor and director Rachel Ward (Rachel’s Farm) 

Following the Australian premiere of Rachel’s Farm, Sandy George sits down with director Rachel 
Ward and the filmmaking team to discuss the issues raised in the film as well as the process of 
making such a personal story at the same time as dealing with the day-to-day operations of a 
working farm (11 June, 4:15pm, The Hub). 
 
Special Presentations at The State 

● Singaporean director He Shuming (Ajoomma) 

● Indian filmmaker Anurag Kashyap (Kennedy) 

● Aotearoa-born director Damon Fepulea'I and cast members Dimitrius Schuster-

Koloamatangi, Ilaisaane Green, Michael Falesui, Haanz Fa’avae (Red, White & Brass) 

Features 
● Indonesian filmmaker Makbul Mubarak (Autobiography) 

● Canadian/Korean director Anthony Shim and Korean actor Choi Seung-yoon (Riceboy 

Sleeps) 

● Sri Lankan-Australian filmmaker Visakesa Chandrasekaram (Sand) 

● Korean director Lee Jeong-hong (A Wild Roomer) 

● Australian producer Rosemary Blight (Carmen)  

● Indian filmmaker and actor Aamir Bashir (The Winter Within) 

● Turkish director Selcen Ergun (Snow and the Bear) 

● Australian filmmakers Jack Clark, Jim Weir (Birdeater), Dane McCusker (The Big Dog), 

Ulysses Oliver (Love Road), Gabriel Carrubba (Sunflower) and Amin Palangi (Tennessine) 

https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-cape
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-carnival
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/climate-changers
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-defenders
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/keeping-hope
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/kindred
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-last-daughter
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/man-on-earth
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/marungka-tjalatjunu-dipped-in-black
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/rachels-farm
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/ajoomma
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/kennedy
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/red-white-brass
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/autobiography
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/riceboy-sleeps
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/riceboy-sleeps
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/sand
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/a-wild-roomer
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/carmen
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-winter-within
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/snow-and-the-bear
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/birdeater
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-big-dog
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/love-road
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/sunflower
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/tennessine


 

  

Following the State Theatre screening of Riceboy Sleeps, join director Anthony Shim, actress Choi 
Seung-yoon and a panel of Korean Australians as they explore the significance of Korean culture in 
the lives of those growing up outside Korea (8 June, 6pm, Korean Cultural Centre). 
 
The Box Set 

● Australian director Natalie Bailey and Australian actor Marta Dusseldorp (Bay of Fires) 

International Documentaries 
● Australian filmmaker Angus McDonald (Freedom is Beautiful) 

● Danish director Christoffer Guldbrandsen (A Storm Foretold) 

● Indian director Vinay Shukla (While We Watched) 

● Romanian director Tünde Skovrán (Who I Am Not) 

● Director Jordan Bryon (Transition) 

● Producer and participant Margie Ratliff (Subject) 

 

Join Documentary Australia’s Mitzi Goldman in conversation with Margie Ratliff. Margie Ratliff is a 

producer and key participant of Subject, in which she examines her participation in the 2018 Netflix 

true-crime documentary, The Staircase. (18 June, 4:15pm, FREE). 

 

Sounds on Screen 
● Australian director Claire Pasvolsky, producer Steve Pasvolsky and cast member Jackie 

Marshall (Three Chords and The Truth) 

Europe! Voices of Women in Film 
● Icelandic actor and director Álfrún Örnólfsdóttir (Band) 

● Greek director Asimina Proedrou (Behind the Haystacks) 

● Italian director Marta Savina (The Girl from Tomorrow) 

● Estonian director Anna Hints (Smoke Sauna Sisterhood) 

● Dutch-Iranian director Nafiss Nia (That Afternoon) 

All five filmmaker guests from the Europe! Voices of Women in Film program will attend The Hub for 
an in conversation with Screen International’s Sandy George, discussing their different approaches to 
filmmaking and how the landscape for women working in film varies across the continent (10 June, 
11:30am, The Hub). 
 
First Nations 

● Indigenous Taiwanese Tayal director Laha Mebow (Gaga) 

 
Freak Me Out 

● Australian directors Colin and Cameron Cairnes (Late Night with the Devil) 

FLUX: Art+Film  
● Polish-Australian artist, writer and filmmaker Kuba Dorabialski (Connection of the Sticks) 

● Australian artist duo and filmmakers Soda Jerk (Hello Dankness) 

Jane Campion – Her Way 
Oscar winning filmmaker Jane Campion will attend the screening of Jane Campion, The Cinema 
Woman as well as appear in conversation with David Stratton at The Hub following the screening (10 
June, 4:15pm, The Hub - $15). 

https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/bay-of-fires
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/freedom-is-beautiful
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/a-storm-foretold
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/while-we-watched
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/who-i-am-not
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/transition
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/subject
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/three-chords-and-the-truth
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/band
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/behind-the-haystacks
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/the-girl-from-tomorrow
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/smoke-sauna-sisterhood
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/that-afternoon
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/gaga
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/late-night-with-the-devil
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/connection-of-the-sticks
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/connection-of-the-sticks
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/connection-of-the-sticks
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/hello-dankness
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/jane-campion-the-cinema-woman
https://www.sff.org.au/program/browse/jane-campion-the-cinema-woman


 

  

 
The full Sydney Film Festival 2023 program can be found online at sff.org.au. 
 
Sydney Film Festival runs in cinemas 7-18 June 2023. Tickets and Flexipasses to Sydney Film 
Festival 2023 are on sale now. Please call 1300 733 733 or visit sff.org.au for more information or 
to book. 
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
Isabelle Brown, Communications Advisor 
E: isabelle@originalspin.com.au M: 0401 576 024 
Sanika Karnik, Communications Advisor 
E: sanika@originalspin.com.au M: 0466 635 010  
Matt Fraser, Director of Communications 
E: matt@originalspin.com.au M: 0401 326 007 
Amber Forrest-Bisley, Publicity Manager, Sydney Film Festival 
E: amber@originalspin.com.au P: 8065 7363 M: 0405 363 817 
 
**Images are available to download here. 
 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
 
ABOUT SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 
 
Sydney Film Festival will celebrate its 70th edition from Wednesday 7 June to Sunday 18 June 2023, 
offering Sydneysiders another exciting season of cinema amidst a whirlwind of premieres, red-carpet 
openings, in-depth discussions, film guests and more. 
 
Sydney Film Festival is a major event on the New South Wales cultural calendar and is one of the 
world’s longest-running film festivals. For more information, visit sff.org.au.  
 
The 70th Sydney Film Festival is supported by the NSW Government through Screen NSW, the 
Federal Government through Screen Australia and the City of Sydney.  
 
Stay up to date with Sydney Film Festival: 
eNews, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 
 

mailto:isabelle@originalspin.com.au
mailto:sanika@originalspin.com.au
mailto:matt@originalspin.com.au
mailto:amber@originalspin.com.au
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1oEt9kwxI1A--icg_hzVkXP532rmkrK61?usp=sharing
https://sff.us15.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e7c715dbcdaa7723c89fb820d&id=abc4e17558
https://www.facebook.com/sydneyfilmfestival
https://twitter.com/sydfilmfest
https://instagram.com/sydfilmfest/
https://www.youtube.com/sydfilmfest

