
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: EMBARGOED UNTIL 06:00AM WEDNESDAY 02 NOVEMBER 2022 

SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL OPENS SUBMISSIONS FOR 2023 WITH 
LARGEST EVER PRIZE POOL!  

 
Entries are now open for the 70th Sydney Film Festival in 2023, in cinemas from 7—18 June.  The 2023 
Festival will have the largest prize pool for filmmakers and their films in the Festival’s history, including 
doubling the prize for Best Australian Documentary from $10,000 to $20,000, thanks to support from 
Documentary Australia. 
 
“There’s never been a more exciting time to be part of Sydney Film Festival, as we open up submissions 
for our 70th Film Festival in 2023 with the largest prize pool for filmmakers and their films that we’ve ever 
had,” says Festival Director Nashen Moodley. 
 
“I can’t wait to start to see the remarkable films from the world’s most exciting emerging and established 
filmmakers and start piecing together what will be a monumental anniversary for the Festival.  
 
“I’m incredibly grateful to all our supporters that make our support of filmmakers possible – Dendy 
(celebrating 35 years of the Dendy Awards in 2023!), Yoram Gross Films, AFTRS, donors to SFF, and a 
special mention to Documentary Australia who have doubled the prize money awarded to an Australian 
Documentary.  
 
“As always, we’re looking for films that are “audacious, cutting-edge and courageous” – the criteria for 
our prestigious Sydney Film Prize – and I strongly encourage all filmmakers to submit their film and 
become part of the incredible celebration of cinema that occurs in June in Sydney each year,” he said.  
 
Mitzi Goldman, CEO at Documentary Australia said, “Documentary Australia is very pleased to announce 
an increase in the award for Australian documentary from $10,000 to $20,000.  By doubling the prize 
money we hope to send the message that documentary is of great value to our culture and society in so 
many ways. We have enormous respect for the filmmakers who often struggle over many years to get 
these important stories told and seen – stories and voices that are too often overlooked by mainstream 
media.” 
 
“We are living in extremely demanding times and we need to listen to each other, understand different 
perspectives and open our hearts to various life experiences. Documentary brings this awareness to us 
like few other art forms,” she said. 
 



 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Each year, Sydney Film Festival presents a diverse slate of features, documentaries and short films from 
around the world at venues across Sydney.  Filmmakers should not miss their chance to be part of the 
Festival’s 70th birthday milestone.  Entries are open to features, documentaries, and short films from 
Australia and around the world.  
  
Submissions for the Festival are being accepted through Film Freeway and will close on 24 February 2023 
for international and Australian productions, the Dendy Awards for Australian Short Films, and the 
Documentary Australia Award.  
 
Running for the past 54 years, the Festival’s Australian short film competition is the oldest short film 
competition in Australia. Since 1970, it has served as a launch pad for emerging Australian film talent, 
spring-boarding countless directors, producers and actors towards international success. 
 
The winners of the Dendy Awards for Australian Short Films and the Documentary Australia Award are 
eligible to submit to the Oscars, as these competitions are officially recognised as qualifying awards by 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
 
Entries are open to features, documentaries and short films in all categories of the Festival program, 
including for:  
 
Shorts: 
o Dendy Award for Australian Short Films, prizes include; 

● The Dendy Live Action Short Award for best Australian short film ($7,000) 
● The Rouben Mamoulian Award for best Australian short film director ($7,000) 
● The Yoram Gross Animation Award for best Australian animated short film ($5,000) 
● The AFTRS Craft Award for demonstrated excellence by a craft practitioner in an 

Australian short film. ($7,000) 
o FLUX: Art+Film International Shorts under 15 minutes in length 
o Freak Me Out International Shorts under 15 minutes in length 
o Family International Shorts under 15 minutes in length 
 
Features (40 mins+): 
o Australian Features (Fiction) 
o International Features 
 
Any length, open to Australian and international productions:  
o Documentary Australia Award acknowledging excellence in Australian documentary production 
($20,000) 
o Sustainable Future Award for a narrative or documentary film of any length that deepens our 
knowledge and awareness of the impact of the global climate emergency. ($10,000) 
o Screenability Program. We also welcome entries of any length to the festival’s Screenability program 
from film creatives living with disability. 

https://filmfreeway.com/SydneyFilmFestival


 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

o First Nations Program. We encourage submissions (features, documentaries and shorts) to the festival 
from First Nation filmmakers from around the world. 
 
All feature length films may also be considered for inclusion in the Official Competition and compete for 
the Sydney Film Prize ($60,000). 
 
The Dendy Awards for Australian Short Films and the Documentary Australia Award for Best Australian 
Documentary competition are open exclusively to Australian productions.  
  
Before entering, Festival organisers urge all entrants to review the submission requirements closely, to 
ensure all entries meet premiere status and broader eligibility requirements. A small fee applies.   
  
Head to https://www.sff.org.au/about/submissions for full eligibility criteria and submission details.  
 
DEADLINE  

The closing date for all entries is 24 February 2023.  
  
SUBMISSIONS: https://filmfreeway.com/SydneyFilmFestival.  
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES  

Isabelle Brown, Communications Advisor 
E: isabelle@originalspin.com.au M: 0401 576 024 
Matt Fraser, Director of Communications 
E: matt@originalspin.com.au  M: 0401 326 007  
Amber Forrest-Bisley, Publicity Manager, Sydney Film Festival  
E: amber@originalspin.com.au  P: 8065 7363 M: 0405 363 817 
 
EDITOR’S NOTES 

ABOUT SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 

The Sydney Film Festival will celebrate its 70th birthday from Wednesday 7 June to Sunday 18 June 
2023, offering Sydneysiders another exciting season of cinema amidst a whirlwind of premieres, red-
carpet openings, in-depth discussions, film guests and more.    
 

Sydney Film Festival is a major event on the New South Wales cultural calendar and is one of the world’s 
longest-running film festivals. For more information, visit sff.org.au.   
 

The 70th Sydney Film Festival is supported by the NSW Government through Screen NSW, the Federal 
Government through Screen Australia and the City of Sydney.     

Stay up to date with Sydney Film Festival:  
eNews, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 
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