
 
 

 

 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

EMBARGOED UNTIL 10:00AM TUESDAY 24 MAY 2022 
BAZ LUHRMANN’S ELVIS WILL SCREEN IN SYDNEY FILM 
FESTIVAL ALONGSIDE AUSSIE CLASSIC RESTORED, STRICTLY 
BALLROOM  

The 69th Sydney Film Festival announces it will present Baz Luhrmann’s Elvis at the State Theatre (June 
15), alongside National Film & Sound Archive’s brand-new restoration of Strictly Ballroom, both direct 
from screening at Cannes 2022.  

Elvis is Australian filmmaker Baz Luhrmann’s cinematic drama of Elvis’s (Austin Butler) story, seen through 
the prism of his relationship with his enigmatic manager, Colonel Tom Parker (Tom Hanks). The film delves 
into the complex partnership between the two, spanning more than 20 years, from Presley’s explosive 
rise to fame to his unprecedented stardom, against the backdrop of the evolving cultural landscape and 
loss of innocence in America.  

“Being able to present Luhrmann’s latest film direct from Cannes, while also screening the restored 
version of his directorial debut is an exciting coup for the Festival,” said Sydney Film Festival Director 
Nashen Moodley.  

Screening as part of the Classics Restored strand will be Baz Luhrmann’s Strictly Ballroom, with audiences 
being able to revisit the glittering Pan-Pacific Grand Prix Championship in a new restoration, courtesy of 
NFSA.  

Music in the Festival won’t end there, with Sounds on Screen in partnership with Mountain Goat, 
presenting four inspiring musical stories ranging from an all-female thrash metal band from Lebanon, to 
a celebration of the iconic New Orleans Jazz Fest featuring archival footage of greats including Wynton 
and Branford Marsalis, Earth, Wind & Fire and Bruce Springsteen. 

6 Festivals is Macario de Souza’s Australian feature film about a group of friends celebrating the vibrant 
Australian festival circuit, including footage from hot acts like Dune Rats, G Flip and Bliss n Eso. 

International documentaries include: rousing rock-doc Sirens, following Shery Bechara and Lilas Mayassi 
of the all-women metal band Slave to Sirens in Lebanon, where pro LGBTQIA+ lyrics and heavy metal are 
frowned upon; the pulse-pounding love letter to ‘00s New York postpunk scene, Meet Me in the 
Bathroom, which is packed with interviews and live footage of The Strokes, Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Interpol and 
LCD Soundsystem; and the feel-good doco JazzFest: A New Orleans Story, celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of New Orleans’s iconic jazz, rock ‘n’ roll, R&B and soul music festival. 

The full Sydney Film Festival 2022 program can be found online at sff.org.au. 

http://sff.org.au/


 
 

 

 
 

 

Sydney Film Festival runs in cinemas 8-19 June 2022. Tickets and flexipasses to Sydney Film Festival 
2022 are on sale now. Please call 1300 733 733 or visit sff.org.au for more information or to book. 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES  
Dylan Foley, Communications Assistant  
E: dylan@originalspin.com.au  M: 0423 771 138 
Isabelle Brown, Communications Assistant 
E: isabelle@originalspin.com.au M: 0401 576 024 
Anna Dvorak, Communications Assistant 
E: anna@originalspin.com.au  M: 0420 630 266 
Amber Forrest-Bisley, Publicity Manager, Sydney Film Festival  
E: amber@originalspin.com.au  P: 8065 7363 M: 0405 363 817 
***Sydney Film Festival Press Pack and Images Available HERE 
 
EDITOR’S NOTES 

ABOUT SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 

From Wednesday 8 June to Sunday 19 June 2022, the 69th Sydney Film Festival offers Sydneysiders 
another exciting season of cinema amidst a whirlwind of premieres, red-carpet openings, in-depth 
discussions, film guests and more.   

Sydney Film Festival is a major event on the New South Wales cultural calendar and is one of the world’s 
longest-running film festivals. For more information, visit sff.org.au.  

The 69th Sydney Film Festival is supported by the NSW Government through Screen NSW, the Federal 
Government through Screen Australia and the RISE fund and the City of Sydney.    
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