
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

EMBARGOED UNTIL 00:01AM WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022 

SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS ‘ESSENTIAL 
SATYAJIT RAY: SELECTED BY DAVID STRATTON’ 

The Sydney Film Festival announces a program of 10 essential features by the visionary Indian 
filmmaker Satyajit Ray, as selected by David Stratton. Audiences can see the films as part of the 69th 
Sydney Film Festival (8-19 June). 
Sydney Film Festival Director Nashen Moodley said, “Satyajit Ray is one of the world’s most revered 
filmmakers. First and foremost a bold and visionary director and writer, his genius was broad-ranging, as 
evidenced by the wonderful scores he composed for many of his films.” 

“Beginning with his 1955 debut Pather Panchali, Ray found a unique balance between naturalism and 
formalism, between simplicity and complexity.  His films are almost all set in what is now West Bengal and 
while they are beautifully, proudly specific to Bengali culture and society, they are universal.” 

Ray was born in Kolkata in 1921. His languidly paced, observational approach to filmmaking is acclaimed 
worldwide and has had a huge influence on directors such as Martin Scorsese and Wes Anderson.   

The 10 films in the program are: 

● Pather Panchali (1955) 
● Aparajito (1956) 
● The Music Room (1958) 
● The World of Apu (1959) 
● Devi (1960) 
● The Big City (1963) 
● Charulata (1964) 
● The Hero (1966) 
● Company Limited (1971) 
● The Chess Players (1977) 

The program includes specially-imported 35mm print restorations, courtesy of the Academy Film Archive, 
of: The Big City, Devi, The Hero, Company Limited and The Chess Players. 

The full Sydney Film Festival 2022 program can be found online at sff.org.au. 

http://sff.org.au/


 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Sydney Film Festival runs in cinemas 8-19 June 2022. Tickets and flexipasses to Sydney Film Festival 
2022 are on sale now. Please call 1300 733 733 or visit sff.org.au for more information or to book. 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES  
Dylan Foley, Communications Assistant  
E: dylan@originalspin.com.au  M: 0423 771 138 
Isabelle Brown, Communications Assistant 
E: isabelle@originalspin.com.au M: 0401 576 024 
Anna Dvorak, Communications Assistant 
E: anna@originalspin.com.au  M: 0420 630 266 
Amber Forrest-Bisley, Publicity Manager, Sydney Film Festival  
E: amber@originalspin.com.au  P: 8065 7363 M: 0405 363 817 
***Sydney Film Festival Press Pack and Images Available HERE 
 

EDITOR’S NOTES 

ABOUT SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 

From Wednesday 8 June to Sunday 19 June 2022, the 69th Sydney Film Festival offers Sydneysiders 
another exciting season of cinema amidst a whirlwind of premieres, red-carpet openings, in-depth 
discussions, film guests and more.   

Sydney Film Festival is a major event on the New South Wales cultural calendar and is one of the world’s 
longest-running film festivals. For more information, visit sff.org.au.  

The 69th Sydney Film Festival is supported by the NSW Government through Screen NSW, the Federal 
Government through Screen Australia and the RISE fund and the City of Sydney.    
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