
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

  

MEDIA RELEASE: EMBARGOED 00:01AM, TUESDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2021 

SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES FIRST RECIPIENT OF 
THE DEUTSCHE BANK FELLOWSHIP  
FOR FIRST NATIONS FILM CREATIVES 

 
 
Sydney Film Festival (SFF) and Deutsche Bank have today announced Darlene Johnson as the 
inaugural recipient of the Deutsche Bank Fellowship for Australian First Nations Film Creatives. 

The Fellowship awards Darlene Johnson a $20,000 grant to further develop her skills through 
professional development or industry placement.  

On receiving the award Johnson said, “As a Koori Dunghutti woman I am honoured and humbled to 
be the first recipient of the Deutsche Bank Fellowship.”  

“This is an amazing opportunity which targets mid-career First Nations creatives. I’d like to thank 
Deutsche Bank for this Fellowship and the incredible Sydney Film Festival for this wonderful and 
unique opportunity. I also want to express my gratitude to the deadly industry leaders who made up 
the selection panel.”  
 
“As Indigenous storytellers, we have so much to share with the rest of the world. We need to forge 
ahead into the future and become real players in the mainstream industry so we can tell our 
uniquely universal stories for a global audience,” she said. 

With production credits including River of No Return (SFF 2008); The Redfern Story (SFF 2014), 
nominated for the Documentary Australia Foundation Award at SFF; and Bluey (SFF 2015), winner of 
the Event Cinema Australian Short Screenplay Award at SFF – the Fellowship will allow Darlene to 
continue to develop and expand her skills. 

Working with Aquarius Films, Darlene will use the opportunity to support her ambition to move into 
long-form drama. This will involve undertaking a producer/director attachment with the production 
company and working to develop and produce her own concept for TV. 

Glenn Morgan, Deutsche Bank Australia’s CEO said, “When we set out to create this Fellowship with 
the Sydney Film Festival earlier this year, we knew that it would attract some outstanding talent. 
Needless to say, it surpassed all expectations and we know the judging panel really had their hands 
full.” 
 
“On behalf of everybody at Deutsche Bank, congratulations to Darlene for winning. We can’t wait to 
see where your career takes you and we hope the grant helps,” he said.  
 
Sydney Film Festival Director Nashen Moodley said, “First Nations filmmaking is very important to 
Sydney Film Festival. First Nations filmmakers make some of the greatest films from Australia and 
there’s evidence of that through film festival selections in the great festivals all around the world. I’d 
like to congratulate Darlene Johnson, a very deserving first recipient of the Fellowship.” 



 
 
 
 
 

                                      

  

In addition to the Fellowship, Deutsche Bank will support SFF, through a partnership alignment with 
the Festival’s First Nations film program. The SFF First Nations film program is also supported by Screen 
Australia’s Indigenous Department. 

Deutsche Bank Fellowship Information visit: sff.org.au/initiatives/Deutsche-Bank-Fellowship/ 
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES 

 
Amber Forrest-Bisley, Publicity Manager, Sydney Film Festival 
E: amber@originalspin.com.au P: 8065 7363 M: 0405 363 817  
Alex Clampett, Communications Advisor 
E: alex@originalspin.com.au M: 0411 046 734 
Mia Popplewell, Head of Communications & CSR - Australia, Deutsche Bank  
E: mia.popplewell@db.com P: +612 8258 2092 
   
EDITOR’S NOTES

ABOUT SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 
From Wednesday 3 November to Sunday 14 November 2021, the 68th Sydney Film Festival offers 
Sydneysiders another exciting season of cinema amidst a whirlwind of premieres, red-carpet 
openings, in-depth discussions, film guests and more.   

 
Sydney Film Festival is a major event on the New South Wales cultural calendar and is one of the 
world’s longest-running film festivals. For more information, visit sff.org.au.   
 
The 68th Sydney Film Festival is supported by the NSW Government through Screen NSW, the 
Federal Government through Screen Australia and the City of Sydney.    
 
ABOUT DEUTSCHE BANK 
Globally, Deutsche Bank provides retail and private banking, corporate and transaction banking, 
lending, asset and wealth management products and services as well as focused investment banking 
to private individuals, small and medium-sized companies, corporations, governments and 
institutional investors. Deutsche Bank is the leading bank in Germany with strong European roots 
and a global network.  
 
In Australia, Deutsche Bank has held a longstanding commitment to the arts, including partnering 
with Sydney Contemporary, the Biennale of Sydney and the Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) 
Australia. Over the past four years, Deutsche Bank has been a proud partner of the Clontarf 
Foundation, which is aimed at improving the education, discipline, life skills, self-esteem and 
employment prospects of young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men. This partnership includes 
helping to fund Clontarf’s Matraville Academy in NSW, the 100th for the organisation.  
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